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BRITISH BRICK SOCIETY

INFORMATION

EDITORIAL

It was good to read iIn the journal Building
(11 July 1986) that the Quality Brickwork
Award TFfirst presented earlier this year 1is to
be repeated 1iIn 1987. One hopes, indeed, that
the Award will continue in subsequent years

too. It iIs a worthy acknowledgement of the
role of the aetual builders involved in the
project. These often remain as anonymous as

the musicians iIn an orchestra;but just as the
most sensitive conductor cannot bring out of
his orchestra more than their individual
talents allow them to put into a performance,
so too the architect”"s final presentation to
the public 1is in part determined by the iIndi-
vidual craft skills of those who are ealled
upon to execute his design. The co-sponsors
of the Award are the journal Buildin~ and the
Brick Developrnent Association to whieh
indeed our own Society is so much indebted for
help and support. The 1986 eOQpetition,
aecording to the BDA®"s Brick News (10 June
1986), attracted seventy-three entries; these
were jJudged on a regional basis by the Guild
of Bricklayers and the eleven regional,.;inners
were then judged by a panel of four - Messrs
George Atkinson, Peter Allars, Basil Stanford
and David Burnell_All eleven regional winners
are described and beautifully illustrated in

a supplement to Building (30 May 1986). The
judges were unanimous in awarding the prize
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to the Chapter House at St Albans Cathedral in Hertfordshire, designed
by Whitfield Partners fTor the Cathedral Council and built by Harry
Neal Ltd of London using orange/red handmade bricks fro@ the Boving-
don Brickworks, also in Hertfordshire. The bricklayer was Jim Gunner
and the project was completed in December 1984.

* * * * *

Thanks are once again due to Michael Hammett for impeccable arrange-
ments for the A.G.M. held at Hampton Court Palace on 21 June; also
to our retiring Chairman, Tim Tatton-Brown, not only for his
efficient chairing of the meeting but also for an admirably clear
conducted tour of the Tudor parts of the Palace. In my previous
editorial 1 thanked Tim for his work for the Society over the past
few years. At that time 1 did not know that Mrs Marie Laurance,
our Membership Secretary, would also be standing down. Marie has
worked hard over the past few years and 1 know th~t all members
will join me in offer{ng our grateful thanks. A1l members should
have received a copy of the minutes of the A.G.M., and will there-
fore be aware that Michael Hammett"” will be combining his work as
Honorary Secretary with that of Membership Secretary and maintaining
liaison with the Brick Development Association; this arrangement
will allow much of the administrative work to be kept together. He
has, however, passed over the work of handling inquiries to the
newly created Enquiries Secretary, David Kennett. Ann Los was re-
elected as Bibliographer and Publications Officer, Maurice Exwood
as Auditor, and Martin Hammond as Treasurer. Last, and certainly
least, T.P.Smith was re-elected as Editor and elected as Chairman.
Next year®"s A.G.M., it was agreed, would be held at the Ironbridge
Gorge Museum, 1iFf possible on the third Saturday in June, which has
proved convenient and popular over recent years.

* * *

A new venture this yearwas the Autumn Meeting, held at the Rudgwick
Brickworks, Sussex and at'Farnha~, Surrey. Although | missed the
first session, 1 was glad to meet members at Farnham Castle and

to be taken, with them, around the town and to the museum, where
there was a fine display relating to the recently excavated tile
kiln jJust outside the town ditch. Thanks are due not only to our
secretarYJ Michael Hammett, but also to Valerie Shelton-Bunn,
Maurice Exwood, and Eddie Godsil Tor arranging and conducting the
visits. It is hoped to arrange Tfurther regional meetings of this
kind in various parts of the country.

* * *

A few items submitted for inclusion in Information of late have
been in a form not readily adapted to publication and have con-
sequently 1involved the editor In virtually writing up other
people®s notes. In some cases he has not bothered~ May 1 ask
contributors - of whom I hope we shall continue to have many - to
organise their material in more or less the form iIn which they
wish it to be published. 1t may well be altered by the editor,

but, for example, personalletters to a third party frornwhich

the editor has to extract what is relevant are not really acceptable;
neither are disorganised notes written in haste. May 1, as politely
as possible, ask for members® co-operation on this matter?

Terence Paul Smith
Editor



Who wants Information?

The final page of this iss~e of Information contains details of
the 1987 subscription, payable by all those who not members of
the Brick Section of the British Archaeological Association,
together with a form to return and a section for your own records.
IT we can keep our records up to date then we can save the wastage
of sending Infor-ation to those who are no longer interested in
membership. Therefore, we are asking all me~bers to return the
cut-off slip, accO8panied by a chequedPOstal order for £3 where
appropriate. (Members of the Brick Section of B.A.A. are requested
to return the form, Ffilled in appropriately, so that we know that
no separate subscription is to be expected.)

Terence Paul Smith lvlichaelHammett
Chairman Hon. Secretary
Srick Marks. In two recent issues of Information there has been
mention of brickmarks of varioussorts. Martin
Hammond®s note on cat paw marks (Information 38, FebruarYl19S6, 17-1S)
is of particular interest: 1 have three examples of bricks with cat

paw marks, all of them on a stretcher face (Harley Cbde: LT face).
Other bricks show arrangements of finger marks, clearly deliberate
rather than accidental - see figure below. All are on the header
face (Harley Code: BT face) and were presumably added for counting
purposes. All the bricks mentioned in this note so far are of
similar type and fabric: a red to light red colour, a medium soft
and sandy texture with some large stones measuring up to t inch
ﬁls_mm.) %i meter; the bricks have.no frogs. They measure St-9 by
-4 py 2T-2T inches (223-230 byl03-109 by 67-70 mm.). They may
have been made at the Blundeston brickworks near Lovrestoft, Suffolk
(NGR: T~1 516975), and areestimated to date from the late eighteenth
or the early nineteenth century.

Another brick, with many finger marks all over, comes from an
interior wall of a small, late eighteenth-centur¥ cottage at 3
Blacksmiths Lane, Lound, Suffolk (NGR: TM 505991). It measures 8~
by 4~ by 2t inches (219 by 114 by 60 mm.), and has a salmon colour
and a soft fragile texture with some stones up to ~ inch (13 mm.)
diameter. It is not known vrhere it was made.

M.G.Reeder



BRICKMAKING- A SEASONAL AND DUAL OCCUPATION

W. Ann Los

The editorial in lnformation 38 discussed the seasonal

brickmaking and the other occupations which were followed by the
brickmakers, together with a special note of the peculiarities of
certain areas. The dual economy practised by the brickmaker has long
interested me, so perhaps | too may be permitted some remarks on the
subject as it concerns my own area of the East Riding together with
a glance across the River Humber at Lincolnshire.

The seasonal nature of brickmaking has long been accepted through-
out the country.2 The winter frosts were used to help prepare the
clay, and the drying process was entirely dependent on the weather.
Nathaniel Lloyd and Jane Wight, both learned historians 1in relation
to brick, emphasise the seasonal nature of the work.* Molly Beswick
has examined brickmakers® accounts Tfor th~ Weald and 1 have examined
a similar account for the East Riding, and both show the seasonal
nature of the work.s Richard Grasby, writing to the Honorable Charles
Langdale on 31 March 1836 as the representative of seven brickmakers
from Newport, adjacent to the Market Weighton Canal, used in his
letter the clause 1As our brickmaking season is about to begin ...".6
A consequence of the seasonal nature of the work was the dual economy.
In rural areas the most compatible occupation was farming, but in the
city and town the most common other occupation was building and its
numerous associated trades. The exceptions to these broad generalisa-
tions are perhaps the most interesting andsometimes the most amusing.

It is not always easy to identify the actual brickmaker since
brickmaking was not a highly respected occupation; hence brickmakers
often described themselves by their other occupation. Molly Beswick
found in Sussex that IBrickmaking does not seem to have been an
activity of which they were particularly proud, and they preferred to
describe themselves . as farmers or yeomen.,7 The industrial

nature of

Spy,
Svedenstierna, visited England in 1802-J, observed Dbrickmaking 1in
both Birmingham and Hull, and recorded that .-.- only invalids, wornen
and children were engaged

in the work.®George Smith gives accounts
of life in brickyards between 1830 and 1870, including his own

experiences in a brickyard at the age of eight. He claims that parents
did not hesitate to "doom their children to an occupation entailing
premature loss of strength; a life of ignhorance, vice and imprudence. 19
A similar 10w opinion of the brickmaker was held by Alfred Crossley,
a brickmaker from the North Yorkshire Moors who went to the U.S.A. to
work. He said that brickyards were “hot beds of vice and immorality,
and nurseries of crime: 1in the period before 1880}0Thus it may be
said that for some time the occupation of brickmaking was not one to
be proud - _

In the city of Hull the brickmaker was usually
builder and his associated trades. The Riddell-fami~y
builders, and brickmakers in Saville Street

Riddell was the brickmaker 1in Prospect Street whilst in 1810 Edward
Riddell remained in Saville Street as the builder." In 1826 John and
Frank Appleyard made bricks in Stepney Lane as well as operating as
joiners and builders in Waterhouse Lane. In 18J1 George Jackson
senior was a brickmaker at Wilmington and in Dansom Lane as well as
a builder at 7 Prince Street~ whilst George Jackson junior was an.

linked to the
were architects,
in 1791; in 1803 Thomas
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architect at 8 Prince Street. George Kay, also in 1831, made bricks
at Hessle on the outskirts of the town, but worked as a plumber and
glazier from 50 Blanket Row in the heart of the old town.13 The brick-
and tilemakers of Hull had other occupations associated with the
building trade for this same period, such as a Roman cement dealer,
joiner, blue slate dealer, lime burner, lime merchant, bricklayer,

and surveyor. As late as 1911 George Eckles was renowned as a builder
in Hull as well as a brickmaker on the outskirts of the town at Hessle
(Humberside Brick Company Hessle Limited) and across the River Humber
at Barton-on-Humber (The Barton Patent Brick and Tile Company Limited).1
At the Alpha Works in Main Street, Hull, Edward Good and Sons Ltd
acted as saw millers and builders®™ merchants as well as brick- and
tilemakers and waggon builders and wheelwrights. Their brickyards
were at Barton-on-Humber and at Burton-on-Stather, across the Humber
in Lincolnshire (Ffig.l). James Barraclough, based at Northern Chambers
Queen Street, Hull acted as a forwarding agent, as a coal, sand, and
gravel merchant, as a wharfinger, and as a keel, sloop, and lighter
owner as well as a brick- and tilemaker (fig-2).

An unusual alternative combination was the case of Edward Rush-
worth, who was a brickmaker on the outskirts of the city at Hull Bank,
as well as a solicitor, atto:;-ney,and notary in Seale Lane.16 My
favourite is Leonard West and family. Leonard, then William, then
Robert operated a briek- and tileyard from Holderness Road, but in
the city centre 1in Silver Street Leonard ~as a tea and eocoa dealer
(fig.3).17 . .

In the rural areas farming or farm labouring was the predominant

Alpha Worh:s, Main Street, HULLO

Tclc;;r:iim.: es Al. PtfA, /1 ULIL.... Nat. aad Corp. T</epbone Na. 5./5.

EDWAI{D GOOD & SONS, Ltd,

Brick ¢t Tile Makers,
: Saw Millers, and

Builders' Merchantse

SPECIAL LINES IN READY-MADE JOINERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTIOH.
\Waggon Ruilders  and \Vheelwrights,

BrickY.1lrds: BARTON-ON-HUMBER and BARTON-ON-STATHER,
LINCOLNSHIRE.

Rcgistcred Ofiices: ALPHA ~VORKS. JHILil1 Strcet, HULL.

Fig.1



JAMES BINRRACLOUGH
HNJ{1I~fiJlKer, \lel, ~)'loopalle! Lzg'hter — O:ze;ller

FO R\\'¢(\RDING \GE:IT, CO AL, SAN D, GRAVEL
iVIERCHANT, BRICK and TILE MAKER

icommfiratifin -~ Wh/nl:  ?//incolm/er:

Northern  Charnbers, Queen Street, I-IULL

Prir'ul" Addr~Jl: WE.STHIILME, BARTIIN  ON-HUMBER
Tdrphn!/r TdegramJ:
NO. 2. R."RTON-ON-Hu~-.(liER BARRACLOUGH. \WVESTHOLME, BARTON-ON-Hu){BEII.

Fig.2

secondary occupation. Th~ parish registers for the villages around
Newport that 1 have examined contain several examples of this. Joseph
Brittain was both a farmer ~nd a brickmaker, and William Bowler and
John Button are recorded as both brickmakers and labourers)8 Ybung
Cooper at Thirsk was a brickmaker and a farmer; at Burton Pidsea, a
small village in Holderness (fig.4), Edward Baxter was not only a
brickmaker and a yeoman farmer but a corn-miller as well; 19 at Beverley,
Josiah Crathorne and Sons were corn-millers as well as brickmakers in
Grovehill .20 In 1788 at Newport on the Harket Weighton Canal, John
Craven rented from the local farmer Peter Moss, six acres of land for
grass, barn, stable, outbuildings, yard, the Turk®"s Head Inn, and the
other piece of land used as a brickyard - thus he was a farmer, brick-
maker, and innkeeper.2l (It is of passing interest to note that he was
the son of a brickmaker from Stanley and his wife was the daughter of
another brickmaker, also from Stanley.)22 Richard Grasby 1is also recordec
in Newport vrecords as brickmaker, Tfarmer, coalmerchant, boat-owner,
and spokesman for the brickmakers capable of writing a three-sided
foolscap letter to a member of the local gentry.23 At Driffield in 1855
William Tuner Clark was a farmer and a brick- and tilemaker as i.;elhbs
a lime-burner.24 1In comrnonwith other gentry in the East Riding, the
Sykes fTamily of Sledmere had large estates which they farmed and a
brickyard at Garton, but I do not think that they would like to be
described as a farmer and brickmaker. The Ilocal schoolteacher, ~Ifred
Watts, managed their yard and Robert Smith actually made the bricks in
the 1870s .25

The more unusual combinations of occupations may also be found in



the rural areas. Anthony Atkinson was a brickmaker in Beverley, the
deputy registrar, and the agent for the Norwich Union Life and Fire
Insurance Society.26 William John Chadwick from Frodingham was a brick-
maker, coal merchant, and registrar; John Jones of Filey was a brick-
maker and a fishing tackle merchant;27 and William Mitchell was a
briekmaker and a tobaceonist in Malton.?® At Patrington iIn Holderness
the Marshall family used the same site for a brickworks and for a
flax mill, installing a 12 h.p. steam engine in 1848. Riehard Marshall
styled himself farmer and brickmaker, with John Curtis the manager of
the brickyard in 1901. At Ferriby, on the banks of the Humber, Johnson
Dueker was a eoal merehant as well as a brick- tilemaker with
other yards at Melton, Brough, and Barrow Haven.“” My favourite is John
Cherry, who was a briekmaker on his own at Hornsea, and then iIn partner-
ship he was responsible Tfor the
famous Wade and Cherry tiles.

In the 1880s he started experi-
oo menting with pumps, no doubt to
SILIE~  Mishin~ w3 1a" [urnish*,l w11, TENS [ me drain his own :fIOOded. elay-plt'
',:Iin~st luality, and with Purc COr-"F1if.. wunwiea  “ilh The Cherry family still exists
ChiCUI} ur :iucenry, mny tlclentl [™n  rHnhas;H:  Th,. >uuc HI today rnanufaeturing pumps by
LEONARJLD ~JEST'S the side of Beverley, and the
old flooded elay pit of their
TEA. S|-TOP, brickworks is now part of the
No. 12, SILVER-STREET,  HULL. well knmm Pottery complex .o
m~~\R~~ ~E.R.~ Across the River Humber
GOOa. Congon, Pck.oo~Itind, ::Indrincat Flo\ovorv rckoc. imn Llr]CQInShlre, the situation
was similar. Samuel Holmes was
Oood T1Na.nltay, YounG rrY8~n, Ounpovvdor, a prlekrnaker and farmer mn
Flno nY60n, and Fl:lcr:it Gunro .vdcr. OSbournby, whilst Isaac Good
eornbined the same two occupa-
.D.OE:7EIIL.RL .D.SBonTr.'IErlIT o!" GTIOCEItIES, tlons Wlth that Of an Oys-l_:er_
Al & gt et catcher at Cleethorpes. Richard
CHOCOI’_ATE o C;COA Read, in eommon with several
' : others, cornbined the jobs of
(Brrat  Care is takctl 1\ 1. \\...x in un - eoTinnmne TENS. t?rlekmaker’ Coal merChant’ and
w0, to ill~ltre U cuntRry uf g S aviracoer Ll 1tall;ul lnnkeeper_ In Market Rasen’
fur iy YCr- J.J. and A. Clarke were spirit
L. WEST h"™ ON L\, at his wmaric -~ T yais. merChan_tS’ taIIOW Chandler:s,
HuldemeS$.rratl, — a sliFTly 1 and brickmakers, whilst Richard
C.13\S STOCK = BIICKS ~ sessseeees A1, P wmun Cash. Westland was a briekmaker at
~l1pl.'riornals  TH"l.:~ " ~li.... d~tlll. - -
N:uhilleuuUC ity S T Freiston and a wine merehant at
ol .

Boston. William Stubley was a
corn-miller, corn merchant, and
. a brick- and tilemaker at Bill-
Fig.3 ingborough. The prize for the
more unusual goes to Joseph Marfleet of Crowland, who was a grocer,
bank agent, insurance agent, as well as a brick- and tilemaker .31John
Frank®s family had yards in the South Ferriby area for making bricks,
and they operated their own sloop to deliver their produets as well as
to fetch their own eoal.32 Stuart Holme, wri ting on briekmaking in
Lincolnshire, refers to seasonal work and to the extra hands taken on
in the summer months. They were called <loose handers®" at the brick-
yards in th~ su~mer, and in the winter went to work in the énalt kilns
or the ehemical works where there was a demand for labour.S3
The early nineteenth-eentury situation rnaybe summed up in the
words of A. and A. Butler writing about brickrnaking in Suffolk in
particular but about the "briekearth® districts 1in general: "...a
farmer would erect a primitive brick Kiln to make his own bricks and
then sell the surplus production as a side line; a labourer might use
his rights of commonage to do the same on the common land in his
parish to gain a,useful addition to his income, his wife and children
often helping him. 1 34A Ffirsthand account from the man on the scene
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completes the picture, although 1 am afraid i1t is not from my own area:
"This farmer used to have bricks made in the summer and my father was
set to make them, he having learnt his trade when young. In fact, my
family for generations were brick makers as well as agricultural
labourers .... I was just man enough to wheel away eight bricks at a
time. The summer ended, 1 helped to feed the bullocks. In the spring
of 1858 1 again went into the brickfield, and during the following
winter was set cleaning turn~ps.135(The map at fig.4 shows the location
of places mentioned 1iIn the text. In connexion with this paper see also
Query 1 on p. . TPS.)
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.,.AND MORE OF THE SAME

On the topic of dual occupations of brickmakers, Alan Hulme gave me
at, the A.G.M. in "June, a photocopy of a form of receipt (reproduced
below), 1issued by Peter Wareing of Banks - probably the Banks which
lies about 4 miles (6 km) north-east of Southport, Lancs. As the date
section of the form shows, the forms were printed in the 1870s,
although, 1in fact, they continued to be used beyond that time. Peter
Wareing, it will be noted, combined the businesses of brickmaker and

grocer. TPS

SRIC: K~ A.:K~-R G-ROCER__

T.HOU~ IfU:rDR'&n3.  FlI"'ml e

Just Finel

In a fairly recent issue of Building (18 July 1986), "Hansom®™ has
picked up areport that a man in East Java has been fined four
thousand bricks for committing adultery with his neighbour®s wife.
Dr Hollestelle, in her De Steenbakkerij 1in de Nederlanden tot
omstreeks 1560, 2nd ed. 1976, has recorded the use of bricks for
fines in the medieval Netherlands. |In 1492, for example, a man was
fined ten thousand bricks for insulting the burgomasters in Amster-
dam. Perhaps, then, the Javan offender got off rather 1lightly with
his four thousand bricks~ TPS
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BEAUDESERT HALL, STAFFORDSHIRE

Oavid H. Kennett

Partly because of its de~olition 1in the 1930s, Beaudesert Hall 1in
Staffordshire 1is one of the great unknown early brick houses of the
Hidlands. The tenurial history is si~ple. The site had been a palace
of the Bishops of Lichfield. In 1546 Henry VIII granted it to his
Secretary of State, Sir Williarn Paget, later the fTirst Lord Paget
of Beaudesert. The site remained the property of the Pagets. Later
members of the fTa~ily became Earls of Uxbridge, and in the early
nineteenth century their title changed to Marquis of Anglesey; the
first marquis lost a leg at the Battle of Waterloo.

The building history of the site i1s equally simple. The medi-

eval bishops had a palace; the Pagets built a great house. From the
bishops® palace a fragment of the great hall survives, vith three
late Perpendicular windows. This house was replaced, not by Sir

William Paget, who died in 1568, but by his son, Thomas, the second
Lord Paget. Incomplete building accounts for the years 1575-6 are

in the William Salt Library, Stafford. Beaudesert was a great brick
hause, built on the episcopal manor house. The principal fa~ade,
facing north-east, had four storeys, inclu,ding a semi-basement,

except 1in the centrally placed porch-tower. The fa~ade was essentially
of E-plan form; however, both outer wings were two bays wide and
these bays were of different widths. The outermost bays had centrally
placed two-light windows on each floor; these bays projected by 2 ft
(60 cm) from the inner bay of each outer wing. The inner bays were
wider than their outer neighbours and had centrally placed three-light
windows on the First, third, and fourth stages; the window on the
second stage had Ffive lights. There was a single window of three
lights on the inner return face of the wing.

In the recessed centre, the porch was placed with three bays
either side. Fenestration differed: the windows on the outermost
bays were of two lights, those on the inner two bays were of three
lights. The porch had an arched entry beneath a central window
giving light to the third stage. This major window was of four lights
and had two transoms (in contrast to the single light of all the
other known windows). There was a pediment above. On the fourth stage
there was a three-light window, also with a single transom. There
was an elaborate shaped gable capped by a pediment above the porch.
The porch top continued the substantial brick parapet of the whole
h .
ause The interior of the house contained Tfifty hearths in 1665, at
which time it was occupied by Sir Brian Broughton.

The feature of the house that has received Qost attention
the long gallery, which survived intact until the demolition of the
house 1i1n _1932 and the years following. The gallery stretched the fTull
width of the spine of the house and occupied the third stage. The
major window in the porch also lighted this room, and on this floor
the porch had three-light side windows. These were set against the
main outer wall of the house. Like the major window,the sills of
the side windows were level with the floor of the long gallery. At
the south-east end of the long gallery was a four-light window with
the sill raised above floor-level. The rO0Oll had panelled walls and
a fine plasterwork ceiling.

is

cont./
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The late Sir Nikolaus Pevsner commented that the demolition of
Beaudesert, “the splendid mansion of Thomas Lord Paget®", was la
grievous lass to Staffordshire architecture®; he might have added
to our knowledge of Elizabethan brick hauses. These notes have been
put tagether from various secondary sources® in order to draw atten-
tion to the hause and to elicit further iInformation.

Note

1. N.Pevsner, The Buildin~s of England: Staffordshire 1974, p.67;
H.Thorold, SIafEQ.I:dS.hJ.Le.._ 1978, p.125; R.Strong et al., The
Destruction of the Country Hause, 1974, p.16 with pl.27 (faGade)
and pl.253 (ang gallery) S.H.A_Burne, tStaffordshire Hearth

Tax®, Staffordshire Historical Collections, 1978, 78 (list of large
hauses) R.Plot, Ihe Natural Historv of Staffordshire, 1686,

pl.8 (the house as in the late seventeenth century) is repro-
duced i1n S.Shaw, Ihe History of Staffordshire, 1806, reprinted
1969, as an extra unnumbered plate; M_Airs, TIhe Making of the
En~lish Countrv House, 1500-1640, 1975, uses the surviving car-
penter®s bills, now Stafford, the William Salt Library, documents
D1734/3/4/101 and D1734/J3/4/143-4. Note written 25 June 1986. My
interest in Beaudesert was stimulated by the hearth tax references.
1 have not seen the hause.

An Arch Kiln at Baumber, Lincolnshire

(1 have received the following letter from Mrs Anne Fawcett of The
Anchorage, Lakeside, Baumber, Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 5NW, to
whom any replies or inquiries should be addressed. 1 am grateful, as
I know other members will be, to Mrs Fawcett for drawing this matter
to our attention. TPS)

Perhaps the readers of Information ,might liketo know of a project
being undertaken 1in Lincolnshire.

I have on my land the remains of a nineteenth-century ARCH KILN,
a comparatively rare form cf Scotch Kiln (Biickmaking). In 1985 1
successfully applied for its listing as a Historie Building, and
since then 1 have aimed to restare it, rather than preserve it as it
now stands.

I am thrilled that 1 am able to say that work has now commenced.
Hr Martin Hammond, author of Sricks and Brickmaking, has been our
technical advisor, the local council have been encouraging, and
Manpower Services C.E.A. have provided the workforce, who commenced
site clearance on 21 July 1986.

Upon completion of restoration 1 plan to mount a display of
information, and any equipment available, to provide an insight into
the rudimentary techniques 1involved iIn the production of bricks in
nineteenth-century Lincolnshire.

This display and the building would then be available for
viewing by appointment. |1 would appreciate any offers of help or
advice that your members can offer this project. Should anyone wish
to view the work in progress, then if they contact oe | shall be
pleased to arrange this for them ....

... Baumber is situated on the A158 (6 miles west of Horncastle)
[TF 2174 - TPS]. Adjoining the site of the kiln we have an area for
touring caravans. We can also provide self-catering accommodation
should anyone require this.



13

THE QUALITY OF BRICKS

Michael Reeder

Martin Ha~mond"s experience of having pamments “curl at the corners,
like stale sandwiches .1 is the cornmon lot of all who try to make any
tile-like objects out of wet clay.2 With small numbers of objects we
may devise many labour-intensive methods to overcome the uneven drying,
which is the cause of this. For large-scale production the remedy is
less obvious, and has more to do with social aspirations and organisa-
tion than with technology.

Ever since man began using fired-clay domestic wares thirteen
thousand or more years ago, he had had to find a naturally suitable
clay or else to spend considerabletime and effort blending, or
"groggingl, a clay tohis requirements by premixing with suitable
sand, ground-up Tfired clay, or rock. This both stiffens the clay and
allows it to be handled iImmediately after the shaping process, and
also provides a more open textured and quicker-drying material. Grogged
clay is also better able to cope with thermal shocks and is much less
likely to distort during Tfiring.

Not until the Romans brought their organisational ability to this
country could the industry be expanded to "enable fired-clay building
materials to be widely used. Roman bricks/tiles that 1 have examined
at St Albans, Herts. and at Burgh Castle, Norfolk are very well made,
correctly fired, and of very even texture. The Romans seem to have had
the organisational ability and the motivation either to use any locally
available superficial clay deposits and mix them with additives or to
prospect for and excavate more suitable brickearths and then transport
the bricks/tiles to the building site. These bricks/tiles were used
very economically in walls for tying together naturally occurring local
flints. This suggests that the production of bricks/tiles stretched
even their resources and that these products were therefore of high
value.

It s~ems that soon after the end of the Roman Occupation this
ability or need to organise large-scale clay Horkings disappeared from
Britain. The popular myth of an English “Dark Age®, devoid of brick-
making, stretching from the end of the Roman Occupation down to after
the Norman Conquest, 1is slowly being dernolished, and 1 have no doubt
that small-scale, isolated,and intermittent brick/tile production
continued throughout this period. Currently, our earliest authenticated
English brick buildings are at Little Coggeshall Abbey in Essex, dated
c.1180 to the 1220s; as is well known, they are built of excellent
bricks, very similar in their precision, Tinish, texture, and even
firing, to the Roman products. As such, they are very much the
exception 1iIn my experience, Tor the typical East Anglian brick of the
next few hundred years is a crude item, made 1 suspect from any type
of earth that would hold together.

Many, perhaps most, buildings of the medieval period were built
of unfired bricks, now classed as clay lump. Looking at surviving
clay lump of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries reveals a very
wide variation in composition. An analysis by J.M_Proctord of samples
from three villages shows a clay content of from 5% to 17%, inter-
miates from 4% to 20%, sand from 4% to 53%, pebbles from 0% to 10%.
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and chalk from 0% to 87%. Is it unreasonable, then, to suggest that
the easiest solution would have been that the subsoil of the building
site would be inspected, and if it would bind together and stay well
together when dry then the building would be made of clay lump, and
if the subsoil would accept firing then bricks were made?4 Those
bricks dating from the thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries typically
have so many fTaults that their survival 1is a surprise. They appear
usually to have been made in a frameS on a bed of reeds or straw; they
have sagged, curled, twisted, and cracked during drying, the firing Iis
very uneven, and further distortions have taken place.

Whatever organisational ability did exist certainly was not used
to produce bricks to a standard quality. No doubt a few prestige
buildings built entirely of brick did receive special materials. The
very rough bricks can be seen in small numbers 1in the external rubble
and flint fabric of most East Anglian churches. They appear to be
randomly scattered or to form bonding courses, to frame openings such
as putlock-holes, or as patches of repair work. Probably the majority
form the core of flint-faced walls or are rendered to imitate stone
features. These brick-cored walls can be seen very clearly at the
partly ruined church at Walberswick, Suffolk, built between ~1480
and 1493. In these walls 1 have mea~ured very pale underfired bricks
at ~10 by 5 by 2 inches through to dark overfired samples at ~9 by
4 by 11 inches. These are bricks which, though crude, can be identi-
fied. Many lesser fired examples are disintegrating and other charred
vitrified Qlumps are too distorted to be measured.

Not until the eighteenth century did organisational ability
revive sufficiently to provide once again bricks of Roman quality for
general use. Even then, however, poor quality bricks continued to be
used sornetimes: | have come across many late nineteenth-century and
possibly early twentieth-century bricks which have such largestones
in them that they have either split in the Tfiring or have been so
underfired, in order to avoid splitting, that they have no weather
resistarice and little load-bearing capability. This is not really
surprising, Tor although mixing of clay had probably become
mechanised by ~1700, the man-.or horse-powered pug-mills could not
have coped efficiently with difficult materials. At least one Suffolk
brickyard was still mixing all its clay for brickmaking by horse-power
until® 1953. .

Today, to obtain a standard quality brick we are prepared to put
all our eggs into very few production baskets and then to accept the
social and economic penalties of transporting high-bulk, low-value
items over long distances. We therefore invest heavily at a few
production sites and have almost eliminated the drying problem by
using costly machinery to pressure-mould from low-moisture clay.

References
1. T.P.Smith, "Two Dutch Bricks with Animal Footprints., BS Informa-

tion, 37, November 1985, 11; M.D.P.Hammond, "Brick Moulding and
Animal Footprints-, BBS Information, 38, February 1986, 17-18.

2. L.S.Harley, A Typology of Brick: with Numerical Coding of Brick

Characteristics=-, Journal of the British Archaeological Association,
38, 1974, 63-87. In this paper adefinition of a brick 1is proposed

accor 9ing To 1ts dimenslons: zf L T B = <8 tgn the item is a
brick; if >8 then it is a tile.

3. J.M.Proctor, East Anglian Cottages, Providence Press, 1979.
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4. R.J. and P.E.Firman, "A Geological Approach to the Study of Medieval
B:icks", Mercian Geologist, 2, 3, 1967, 299-318. 1In this paper the

FlIrmans conclude that only the top few feet of superficial deposits
were used.

5. M.G.Reeder, "An Early Brickmaking Site., BBS lInformation, 19,
November 1979; M.G .Reeder, rilore Bricks from the Harshesr, BBS
Information, 22, November 1980; M.G.Reeder, "The Size of a Brick"”,
BBS l1nformation, 29, February 1983, and "The Size of a Brick Part
11+, BS Information 30, May 1983.

SOUTH COVE BRICKWORKS

Audrey  Butler

(The following account of the South Cove Brickworks in Suffolk 1is
based on a letter which was received by the Society in September of
last year. In being passed from person to person it became “buried”
for a while. We offer our apologies to Mrs Butler for the year"s
delay 1in publishing her material. TPS) ,

Members of the British Brick Society may be interested to know that
South Cove Brickworks (formerly popularly known as Cove Bottom Works),
Frostenden, Wangford, Suffolk, which closed down about ten years ago
after a long history of making handmade bricks, re-opened in 1985.

When it closed a decade or so ago, the East Anglian section of
the British Brick Society went round the works, my husband and myself
included, and enthusiasts such.as Geoffrey Hines did a lot of kiln
measuring and the like. .

Someone tried to re-open the works a few years ago, built a
modern oil-fired Kkiln whichnever worked, and subsequently gave the
whole thing up.

Now two local men, a Mr Terry Mudd and his brother-in-law, are
trying to make a go of it with the old, coke-fired kiln (which must
be Victorian). They are making handmade bricks to order. Last year
they had their Tirst firing in the old kiln, and we were invited to
watch - a fascinating experience~

I mentioned the Society to Mr Mudd. 1 know he would be interested
in any details that members of the Society have relating to the
brickworks - the measurements, etc. made a decade ago, and anything

else. He can be contacted at: South Cove Brickworks, Frostenden,
Wangford, Suffolk.

I am sure that he would welcome interested visitors by appoint-
ment. The two young rnenare working very hard, so their time is
limited. But it is most heartening to see an old brickworks
resurrected and the old artefacts buildings., etc. being used. They
deserve all the encouragement they can get~
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The Soclety holds copies of the follo~ing publications:

1.

3.

4.

The Story of Brick. This is an illustrated history of brick and

its geological setting, Tfrom Proto-Neolithic
Jericho to the present day, written anonymously by eight of our
members. There are about a thousand words and two photographs in
each part, and the .presentation is in eleven parts, each on a
single-fold glossy card, 295 by 120 mm. They are published by
Harrison Mayer Ltd.

Part 1. Geology: Romans - Tudors Part 11: Geology: Elizabeth
. i} 1 - 11
Part 111: Pise - Adobe - Brick Part 1V: Greece - Rome - Britai:
Part V: European Beginnings Part VI: Mediaeval England to
1400
Part VII: England 1400-1480 Part VII1I1: 1480-1660 in East
_ Anglia
Part 1X: Bricks for the tlases: Part X: Handicraft to Factory
1630-1730

Part Xl: Observing and Recording
£1.50 including postage or £1 if collec~ed at meetings

R.J. and P.E.Firman, JA Geological Approach to the Study of Medieval
Bricks' Mercian Geologist, 2, 3, 1967, 299-318. .

This article contains ten small photographs, a map, and a time-
chart to show ranges of hues in some dated medieval bricks. The
text deals with the exarnination of medieval bricks from East Anglia,
the Midlands, and Lincolnshire,which have been exarnined using
standard geological techniques. The petrography, c6lour, and
internal structure provide evidence of the sources of raw materials
and methods of manufacture. The significance of the geographical

distribution of superficial deposits. The problem of dating brick
is explored.

£2 including postage or £1.50 if collected at meetings

J.Hollestelle, "Soil-Marks of Late Medieval Brick Clamps at Wijk

bij Duurstede! Berichten van de Rijksdienst voor het Qudheidkundig
Bodemonderzoek, 24, 1974, 185-9.

A short four-page article containing a map, three diagrams, two
photographs of soil-marks, and an excellent photograph of three

men TFfiring a clamp of bricks on their farm near Vreden in West
Germany.

£1 including postage or 75p if collected at meetings

Brick Information Sheets. This is a set of fourteen sheets of A4

thin card, black on one side with white
drawings and white on the .other side with a variety of topics of
information. The sheets are published by the National Federation
of Clay Industries. The drawings illustrate the following topics:
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1. Squares and Closers 2. Squints and Radials 3. Plinths
4. Splays and Angles 5 & 6. Bullnose 7. Copings
8 - 12. Brick Bonds 13. Thermal Insulation 14 _Mortars

and Jointing
50p including postage or 25p if collected at meetings

All items may be obtained by post from: W.A.Los, Peran, 30 Plaxton
Bridge, Woodmansey, Beverley, East Yorkshire HU17 ORT. Cheques or
postal orders should be made payable to the British Brick Society.
A self-addressed adhesive label would be appreciated.

W. Ann Los

BRICK-LINED  TOMBS

David H. Kennett

In Information 37 the present writer drew attention to a note in the
journal Norfolk ArchaeoloEY on the investigation of the grave of Sir
Hugh Hastings at Elsing Church, Norfolk.! Sir Hugh had died in 1347
and his coffin was placed in a brick-lined chamber. A visit to north
Buckinghamshire in 1985 included the church at Lillingstone Dayrell.
Dedicated to St Nicholas, this church has a nave whose eastern and
western walls are dated ~1100, a mid-thirteenth-century west tower,
a late thirteenth-century south aisle, a chancel of fourteenth-century
date, and a fifteenth-century south porch. There is also a nineteenth-
century north aisle and north chapel and a modeiri'vestry.

The church contains several monuments, amongst them a late
seventeenth-century  tornbslab, on the north side of the sanctuary,
with the inscription: IUnder this Marble Stone in a coffin of Cedar
Wood intombed in brick lyeth the body of Mrs Frances Wilkes",".
This instance, like that of Sir Hugh Hastings, may be an isolated
one. Lillingstone Dayrell is in an area where stone is the regular
building material. A new rectory was built of stone and tile in 1717;
the farmhouse adjacent to the church is stone-built, as are the
cottages on the road from Buckingham to Towcester.

Some interesting questions are suggested by this tomb. That the
inscription records Qlintombed iIn brick® suggests that in 1674 it was
still unusual for a brick-lined tornbto be constructed 1in the area.
Sir Hugh Hastings 1in 1347 in Norfolk was a man of the highest status,
and his tornb, with its sumptuous brass, reflects his position as a
royal official. Frances Wilkes was the daughter of Peter Dayrell"of
Lillingstone Dayrell, merely the local landowner®s favoured daughter
who had been brought horne for burial. Her husband, Matthew Wilkes, of
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, belonged to a minor land-owning and
legal fTamily. But vis-~-vis the local cornmunityat Lillingstone
Dayrell she would have been held in high regard. What seems a little
unusual is that she was not buried in the vault beneath the chancel
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which the Dayrells possessed, the entrance to Hhieh is elearly marked
on a floor-stone to the west of Paul Dayrell®"s tomb-ehest.

It would be a worthwhile projeet for rnembers of the British
Brick Society to colleet examples of briek-lined tombs in various
parts of the eountry to diseover whether there 1is any agreement as
to their ineeption outside of isolated individual early examples like
that of Sir Hugh Hastings. It would also be valuable - though 1in the
nature of the ease this will often be impossible - to know what the
bricks are like - their size, texture, eolour - and whether they
differ from bricks in general use in the loeality at the time of the
tornb. Briek-lined tombs are preeisely dated examples of briekwork.
Similarly, information eould be collected about the bond used and
about the mortar employed.

Note

1. D.H.Kennett and T.P.Srnith, "Briek-Lined Tombs®", BBS lInformation,
37, November 1985, 18-19, citing B.Hooper et al.., "The Grave of
Sir Hugh de Hastings, Elsing®, Norfolk Arehaeologv, 39, part 1,

1984, 88-99.
m:21m llimm (RTIT
LOCAL BRICKMAKERS From W.Ann Los

The editorial to Information 38 (as well as raising the matter

of dual occupations which 1is discussed 1iIn an article earlier in
this issue) mentions time and change in the brickyards. When did
the typically loeal brickrnaker vanish? 1 arnworking 1in the area of
the East Riding on the idea th~t his rise and fall 1is linked to
the dernands made by enclosure, but | would be interested to hear
from anyone else who has. done research frorn census returns and
parish registers that show the origins of brickyards. Replies to:
Mrs W_Ann Los, "Peran®, 30 Plaxton Bridge, Woodmansey, Beverley,
East Yorkshire HU17 ORT.

'WORMHOLES' From Jane A. Wight
..... L .vlould be grateful for members® comments on “wormholes' in

antique bricks. 1 think 1 have seen occasional ones in medi-
eval or Tudor bricks, but the present query 1is prompted by a
veritable pin-cushion of a brick fragment. 1t was found in a garden

to the west of the City Hall in Norwich, just beyond the line of
the fourteenth-century <city walls. There can be no proof, but its
appearance is just that of bricks surviving in the remains of the
flint rubble walls and towers, where they had various functions
including the vaulting of ceilings and the supporting of parapet
walks. The fragment 1is pinky-red, not fully puddled, and the
remnants of three faces (top, bottom, and one side) are criss-
erossed with straw marks. The strike marks are apparent but very
faint, along with one of those depressed edges resulting from
moulding ~hat Dr R.Firman has discussed in Information 31, November
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1983. There are also numerous wormholes®, vranging Tiom very soall
to pinhole size. They are at different angles and of varying
lengths - including one which passes right through the full thickness
of the brick, approximately I~ in. (4 cm.). From the cleanness of
the holes (no rubbing or abrasion), from their small size (shrunk),
and from the little “kick-up® of material at some edges, it appears
that the brick was very green when pierced. Or is it that some or
all of the creatures were in the material and sliced off in the
rnaking of the brick? But there seem to be no drag marks, which one
might expect Tfrom bodies alive or dead in that case. Replies to:
Miss Jane A_Wight, 91 Bury Street, Norwich, Norfolk NR2 2DL.

m GAUGED  BRICKWORK From G.C.J. Lynch

(The Tollowing 1inquiry has been passed to me after a delay; it

was received by the Society in September 1985. Our apologies to
Mr Lynch. 1 hope any information that may be passed to hirnwill not
be too late. TPS.) Currently |1 am putting the Tfinishing touches to
a book that 1 am writing on GauEed Brickwork~ 1 should be extrernely
grateful for any iInformation on the ~anufacture of the special
"rubbingl bricks from the various regions of England. 1 would also
greatly appreciate any archive photographs on any aspect of gauged
work from brick manufacture, cutting, moulding and setting by the
bricklayers, to carving 1ipn situ as was very common up to the First
World War. Any details would be greatly appreciated. Replies to:
Mr G.C.J.Lynch, Cert.Ed.,L.C.G., M.G.H., The High Street,
Cranfield, Bedfordshire, Milton Keynes MK43 O0ODG.

Hn ANTIPODEAN FROGS From W.J. Harris
Any information on the following brand marks would be much
appreciated:
ALLISONS PATENT Cream Firebrick
I.H.R. & CO (Stamped) Cream Firebrick
DAVISON & TOOLEY/  On reverse Dark brown, Special shaped
CHEQUER  BRICK / = PATENT No.746 speckled firebrick
ENFIELD ~ Double frogged Red building bricks
GARRETT) and double branded

It has been suggested that the last two may have been made in
Australia under contract to English brickmakers. Replies to: W.J.
Harris, 4A Cannon Hill Crescent, Christchurch 8, New Zealand.

IMPORTANT NOT/CE ON NEXT PAGE!
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